NOTIFICATION OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 



Patent Application No.: 2002-245916 
Date of Draft: July 20, 2004 

Examiner: Hirokazu MORIBAYASHI 3025 3Q00 

Patent Attorney: Yasuhiko MORI 

Applied Article: 2'^^ para, of Art. 29, Art. 29bis and Art. 36 

This application should be rejected for the reasons set forth below. Should 
the applicant have any arguments against the reasons, such arguments should be 
submitted within 60 days from the date of dispatch of this notification. 

REASONS 

[Reason A] 

The inventions in the claims listed below of the present application should 
not be granted a patent under the provision of Art. 29bis of the Patent Law since it is 
identical with an invention described in the specification or drawings originally 
attached to the petition for application for patent (Utility Model) listed below, which 
was filed prior to the filing date of the present application and was laid open for 
public inspection or published (issued in Official Gazette), the inventor of the 
present application is not identical with the inventor who has made said invention, 
and the applicant of the present application is also not identical with the applicant of 
said application for patent (Utility Model) at the time the present application was 
filed. 

NOTE (See a list of references.) 

Claims 1-15, 19-24, 28-32, 35 and 36 

Reference 1 

Remarks- 

The specification or the drawing originally attached to the petition for 
application of Reference 1 (refer to paragraphs [0021] to [0064] and Figs. 3, 4, 6 
and 6) teaches that, in a tire pressure monitoring system, in case a vehicle speed 
exceeds a preset vehicle speed, the IDs of the tire transmitters mounted on the 
wheels of an instant vehicle and the ID of the tire transmitter mounted on the wheel 
of a spare tire are specified based on the tire temperatures. 



Claims 1-15, 19-24, 28-32, 35 and 36 



Reference 2 
Remarks- 

The specification or the drawing originally attached to the petition for 
application of Reference 2 (refer to paragraphs [0008], [0009] and [0027] to [0077], 
and Figs. 2, 4, 5 and 7) teaches that, in a tire pressure monitoring system, the IDs of 
the tire transmitters mounted on the wheels of an instant vehicle and the ID of the 
tire transmitter mounted on the wheel of a spare tire are specified based on the tire 
temperatures or tire pressures. 

Reference 2 also teaches that a threshold for making a distinction as to a 
mounted tire or a non mounted tire is determined according to running conditions of 
a vehicle. 

Claims 1-15, 19, 22, 23, 24, 28, 31 and 32 

Reference 3 

Remarks- 

The specification or the drawing originally attached to the petition for 
application of Reference 3 (refer to paragraphs [0014] and [0022] to [0069], and Figs. 
3, 4, 5 and 6) teaches that, in a tire pressure monitoring system, the IDs of the tire 
transmitters mounted on the wheels of an instant vehicle and the ID of the tire 
transmitter mounted on the wheel of a spare tire are specified based on the variation 
in the tire pressures during load shift (which corresponds to "the varying data that 
varies depending on whether a vehicle is stopped or driven"). 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 8, 10-12, 14, 15, 19, 23, 24, 28 and 32 

Reference 4 

Remarks' 

The specification or the drawing originally attached to the petition for 
application of Reference 4 (refer to paragraphs [0020] to [0063], and Figs. 3, 4, 5 and 
6) teaches that, in a tire pressure monitoring system, the IDs of the tire transmitters 
mounted on the wheels of an instant vehicle and the ID of the tire transmitter 
mounted on the wheel of a spare tire are specified based on a signal from the 
centrifugal switch (which corresponds to "the varying data that varies depending on 
whether a vehicle is stopped or driven"). 

[Reason B] 

The inventions in the following claims of the present application should not 
be granted a patent under the provision of the 2^^^ paragraph of Art. 29 of the Patent 
Law since it would have been obvious for those who have common knowledge in the 



art to make the inventions prior to the filing date of the present application on the 
basis of the inventions that had been described in the following publications 
distributed in Japan or foreign countries, or the inventions that had been available 
through telecommunications network system, prior to the filing date of the present 
application. 

NOTE (See a list of references.) 

Claims 1, 3-5, 7, 8, 10-12, 14, 15, 19, 20, 21, 23, 24, 28, 29, 30 and 32 
Reference 5 
Remarks- 
Reference 5 (refer to line 6 on page 4 to line 16 on page 9) teaches that, in a 
tire pressure monitoring system, the IDs of the tire transmitters mounted on the 
wheels of an instant vehicle and the ID of the tire transmitter mounted on the wheel 
of a spare tire are specified based on the centrifugal acceleration (which corresponds 
to "the varying data that varies depending on whether a vehicle is being stopped or 
being driven"). 

[Reason C] 

The detailed description of the present application does not comply with the 
requirements provided under 4*^*^ para, and No. 2, 6^^ para, of Art. 36 of the Patent 
Law. 

(1) The wording "the varying data that varies depending on whether a vehicle is 
stopped or driven" recited in Claims 1 to 32 is unclear. 

Considering the [Embodiments of the Invention], it cannot be clarified how 
the IDs of the transmitters mounted on the wheels of an instant vehicle are specified 
using "the varying data that varies depending on whether a vehicle is stopped or 
driven" other than the "temperatures and/or pressures of tires". 

(2) In the present application, the " said provisional ID registration means" 
cannot be specified either in Claims 17 and 18 each reciting Claim 15, or in Claims 
26 and 27 each reciting Claim 24. 

(3) Claims 20, 21, 29 and 30 of the pi'esent application include recitation that 
" when an ID in the signal received by said varving data receiving means is identical 
with the ID registered in the memory , said transmitter judging means is operated 
and...". This recitation does not clarify, in case a new tire is mounted on a vehicle, 



In case of new tires, in general, their IDs could not have been registered in 
the memory of the monitoring system. It is considered therefore that, even when the 
control mentioned above is carried out, the transmitter judging means would not be 
operated and thus the IDs of the new tires cannot be registered in the memory. 

Consequentyl, the inventions of Claims 1-32 are unclear. 

[Reason D] 

The scope of the claims for patent of the present application does not comply 
with the requirements provided under No. 1, 6^*^ para, of Art. 36 of the Patent Law in 
the following points. 

(l) It is unclear that, in the present application, what portions in the 
[Embodiments of the Invention] the following recitation in Claim 4 and 11 
correspond to. 

"Specification of the IDs of the tire transmitters mounted on the wheels 
of the instant vehicle is rendered to carry out on condition that the 
instant vehicle has been driven in excess of predetermined time..." 
Consequently, the inventions of Claims 4 and 11 do not correspond to any one 
of the inventions described in the detailed description of the invention. 
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The results of prior art search indicated above do not constitute the reasons 
for rejection. 



If you have any inquiries on the present notification of reasons for rejection, 
or wish to have a personal interview, please make a contact with the person named 
below. 

2nd Division of Patent Examination Transporation, Kazuhiro MORIBAYASHI 
Telephone 03-3581-1101, Extension 6749 
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